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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1, 14, 15, and 38 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
In claims 1, line 2, "-like" should be deleted. In line 20, "said second lowered 

seat position" lacks antecedent basis in the claim. 

In claim 14, line 7, "e.g." is indefinite and must be removed. 

In claim 15, line 7, "e.g." is indefinite and must be removed. 

In claim 38, line 3, "arranged", first instance, is redundant and should be 
removed. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one-year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. I 

3. Claims 1, 4, 9, 11, 26, 31, 36, and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Nakaya (USPN5,458,213). 

Nakaya shows an adjustable position motorcycle with an adjustable seat 37, a 
movable handlebar assembly 55, and a movable footrest assembly 45. The seat 
includes tubes fixed to the seat that slide on rails 39. The footrest assembly includes 
front 47 and rear 46 footrests on each side of the motorcycle, that can be moved 
between different fixed positions to adjust to the desired rider position. The handlebar 
assembly includes an adjustment assembly that moves the handlebar between forward 
and rearward positions. 
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4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2, 3, 27, 29, 30, and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nakaya in view of Dennert (USPN 6,846,018). 

Nakaya lacks a gearshift lever for each use with the foot pegs. 
Dennert teaches positioning the gear/brake levers proximate each footrest 144 
for use therewith. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide the 
Nakaya motorcycle with gear/brake levers proximate each footrest, for use therewith, in 
view of Dennert, in order to conveniently control gear shifting and braking functions. 

6. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nakaya in 
view of Fukunaga (USPNM 6,332,625). 

Nakaya lacks a triple tree arrangement for the handlebar assembly. 

Fukunaga shows a motorcycle handlebar assembly including a triple tree 
assembly 13 including upper 52 and lower 53 triple tree plates. 

It would have been obvious to configure the front fork of the Nakaya arrangement 
as a triple tree assembly, as taught by Fukunaga, in order to reinforce the front fork 
structure. 

7. Claims 10 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Nakaya. 
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Nakaya is silent regarding the use of an actuator to adjust the seat position. 
However, seat adjustment actuators on automotive vehicles are old and well known. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to provide a seat adjustment 
actuator for the Nakaya seat, in order to facilitate adjustment of the seat position. 

8. Claims 13, 16, 17, and 22-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Nakaya in view of Walker. 

Nakaya lacks footrests moved on a slide rail. 

Walker shows a motorcycle with movable footrests 28 movably mounted along 
slide rails 14. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art adjust the position of 
the Nakaya footrests by sliding them along rails, as taught by Walker, in order to 
simplify the adjustment mechanism. It would also have been obvious to use a seat 
adjustment actuator, as is well known in the art, in order to facilitate adjustment of the 
seat position. 

9. Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nakaya 
and Walker as applied to claims 13 and17, and further in view of Fukunaga. 

The combination lacks a triple tree arrangement for the handlebar assembly. 

Fukunaga shows a motorcycle handlebar assembly including a triple tree 
assembly 13 including upper 52 and lower 53 triple tree plates. 

It would have been obvious to configure the front fork arrangement as a triple 
tree assembly, as taught by Fukunaga, in order to reinforce the front fork structure. 
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10. Claims 6-8, 12, 14, 15, 19-21, 25, 28, 32-35, and 40 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kobacker show sa motorcycle with adjustable handlebars and footrests. 
Rice shows a motorcycle with multiple footrest positions. 
Carone shows a footrest and gearshift arrangement. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anne Marie M. Boehler whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6641. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-5:00, Monday-Thursday, 
and alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on 571-272-6612. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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